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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARCHMENT CITY COMMISSION HELD ON MONDAY DECEMBER 16, 2019.

1. Call to order

Mayor Britigan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He led everyone saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Roll Call.
Present:     
Mayor Britigan, Vice Mayor Jordan, Commissioners Bagley, Emmons, Fooy, and Madaras. City Manager Stoddard, City Treasurer/Clerk Stutz, Attorney Soltis. 
Absent:
Commissioner Evans.
Moved by Commissioner Bagley, supported by Vice Mayor Jordan to excuse Commissioner Evans’s absence. 
3. Swearing In
Mayor Britigan recognized the swearing in of Commissioner Evans by Clerk Stutz on December 13, 2019.
4. Approval of Minutes
Moved by Commissioner Bagley, supported by Vice Mayor Jordan to approve the amended Minutes of the December 2, 2019 Regular Meeting.

Motion Carried.
5.
Additions or changes to the agenda. 

Remove “closed session”, and move “Mill Property Real Estate Transaction” to Unfinished Business letter B. Moved by Commissioner Bagley, supported by Commissioner Emmons to accept the agenda. Motion Carried.
6.
Citizen Comments – Items ON the Agenda
None.
7.
Consent Agenda 
A.
Moved by Vice Mayor Jordan, supported by Commissioner Emmons to receive the consent agenda items. Motion Carried.  
8.
Unfinished Business
A. 
Tetra Tech License Agreement Waiver Language - approve. Attorney Schubkegel reported that Georgia Pacific rejected all of the waiver language he proposed, adding that GP was very “firm”. He then mentioned that the more he looks at the agreement, the more comfortable he is with it, saying the City has good exemptions available being in the title chain. When asked, he added that he thought Georgia Pacific will treat us more favorably if we cooperate with them.The Mayor noted he will support this, saying he would rather work with GP than against them. Moved by Vice Mayor Jordan, supported by Commissioner Fooy to approve the license agreement (without the waiver) and authorize the Mayor and City Manager or Clerk to execute all documents related to the contract. Roll call vote was as follows:
Ayes:
   Bagley, Britigan, Emmons, Fooy, Jordan, and Madaras.
Nays:
   None.

Absent:
   Evans.

Abstain:   
   None.
Motion Carried 6-0.
B.
Mill Property Real Estate Transaction – approve. Attorney Schubkegel gave a background of the steps taken to date regarding the property, adding that River Reach is now anxious to close in this calendar year. He added that the title agent is ready to close as soon as Wednesday. Attorney Schubkegel then walked through the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act noting the City’s limited liability regarding ownership of the property (in both instances), saying taking title will not add more liability to the City. Upon closing, River Reach will pay the City approximately $24,000 for outstanding invoices and other fees, and will also be responsible for title insurance in the amount of $335,650. More discussion ensued. Moved by Vice Mayor Jordan, supported by Commissioner Emmons to proceed with closing on the mill property under the terms of the Resolution and authorize the Mayor and City Manager or Clerk to execute documents related to the transaction, including any affidavit necessary. Roll call vote was as follows:

Ayes:
   Bagley, Britigan, Emmons, Fooy, Jordan, and Madaras.
Nays:
   None.

Absent:
   Evans.

Abstain:   
   None.
Motion Carried 6-0.
9.
New Business 
A.
Appointment of Dennis Collison to ZBA - approve. Mayor Britigan explained that Mr. Collison would be replacing Sandy Bliesener for a 3 year term. Moved by Commissioner Bagley, supported by Commissioner Emmons to approve appointing Dennis Collison to the Zoning Board Administration through 2022. Motion Carried.

B.
 Reappointment of Commissioner Fooy to Kindleberger Arts Commission – approve. Mayor Britigan noted that this appointment is for one year. Commissioner Fooy abstained from voting. Moved by Commissioner Madaras, supported by Commissioner Bagley to reappoint Commissioner Fooy to the KAC. Motion Carried. 
10.  
Citizen Comments 

Mike Conner, 1150 Parchmount, thanked the Commission for their perseverance regarding the mill property. He then suggested that testing happen on the north end of the property as there seemed to be demolition debris dumped there over time.

Mike Seals, Kalamazoo County Commissioner, commented that he was glad that Parchment had such a successful year, thanked the Commissioners for “doing the people’s work”, and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

11.
Mayor and Commissioner Comments 
Commissioner Bagley wished everyone a Merry Christmas, adding he is excited to get the mill wrapped up.
Commissioner Fooy suggested everyone “put their thinking caps on” so we can figure out what to do with the 67 acres of mill property. He told everyone to enjoy their holiday. 
Commissioner Madaras thanked City Manager Stoddard for suggesting she go to the MML class for the newly elected, saying it was good information.
Vice Mayor Jordan thanked the gentlemen for their comments; added that he, too, is excited about the mill property. He then wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
Mayor Britigan handed out commissioner committee assignments, expressing his appreciation for everyone being willing to serve. He noted that tonight’s action regarding the mill was “monumental”, saying it will be beneficial for the City to own the property. He ended with wishes for Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
12.  
City Manager Comments/Reports 
City Manager Stoddard echoed the wishes for everyone to have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. She then invited all who had concerns to call or visit City Hall to discuss with her, her door is always open. 
13.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, it was moved by Commissioner Madaras and supported by all to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m.
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